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Sources of  Conflict
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Stakeholder engagement
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Consensus building: Approach
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Consensus building: Procedure
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R&R in implementation of  waste disposal program

 “Stepwise decision making” and “adaptive staging” in which the public is to be 
involved in the review and planning of  developments, through implementation 
of  a consensus building process, while reserving reversibility of  the project 
and retrievability of  the wastes emplaced in a repository (R&R)
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A disposal concept ensuring easy R&R
CARE: Cavern Retrieval
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 Large, steel multi-purpose transport/ storage/ 
disposal containers (MPCs) are emplaced upright 
in large ventilated caverns for a period up to 300 
years to allow cooling and inspection.

 The period before backfilling (i.e. until the MPCs 
are cool enough to backfill without detriment to 
the clay barrier) will depend on the type, amount 
and age of the waste in the MPCs

 After the open period, bentonite backfill materials 
are emplaced around the containers, cavern seals 
are emplaced and access tunnels are backfilled 
for final closure of the repository. 



Suggested readings
 The Consensus Building Institute, OVERVIEW OF MULTI-STAKEHOLDER CONSENSUS 

BUILDING
https://www.ctdatahaven.org/sites/ctdatahaven/files/HEA%20Consensus%20Building%20Steps%20CBI.pdf

 Susskind and Cruikshank, Breaking Robert's Rules: The New Way to Run Your Meeting, 
Build Consensus, And Get Results, 2006.

 OECD/NEA, Reversibility and Retrievability (R&R) for the Deep Disposal of  High-Level 
Radioactive Waste and Spent Fuel, Final Report of  the NEA R&R Project (2007-2011) 
December 2011 
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